
i yr ‘ 

£* 

‘ V« • A 



,>*&** ■" •■ "v 



< . i *,} I T ' * 

•' V i-< *4 
Li’ 




( . : > • v • * >: r * »-*; •* &■■■ nr. > v -. , . ’ ^ v ..7 '* ’ 

>} : r \ y ' *» 1 I 7 ■ - v*v, 

•/*< ; •; ,\t l Vv ”‘'^*V** 

l \. ,/ -.«^ y* i,..» J-. ^V; ii. r;':i 



, j > '• ■ "*\i •?«.'’■" ;»*• •■- ■ i r-T ■ 

; V ’vIl I ' ' ' ^ . V* ' ' W • if,!.* Llai.. .'v 

K\ \\ ; • •- 1 ,’^V, ,, w 

T^*4^ - ^ 

n^y 



\ Sp&ftV'it 4 pt'r*t 



i.'> > 

fTVl **rm^,«tmwr6in3m 

■ r . ■. f 

\ »—***^ t ”•»-**- m 

^ T VS • • # -~A> 



» : “; ss'tpii 



| , : 

if.t 



( 




Lcfl Payne , - • . r-. ,• • Yj»j curily for King and his staff in the Lorraine Motel, ! 

5 Copyright 1976, Newsdny Inc. > J ' , ] were seen leaving the motel — for unexplained 

[■ Hours before the Rev. MarlJn LutherKing Jr. \vaa.^f asons ^ 6 TM, minutes before King wna : 

i killed hi Memphis in 19G8, tho cily’B top liw-cnforco-i ahot Although King himself never agreed to have tho 
. monk official^' in tho presence of men ho identified as {fJnvpdors fitend guard, somo of his aides had agreed to j 
federal agents, removed one of two detectives assigned k | l M lcir presence. One of tho Invaders standing guard 
.to watch tho civil rights leader from his post. Authori- ,< ^ afl an , undercover Memphis police detective who pro- < 
lies said tho removal was part of an emergency plan in formnlion ifor liho police and the FBI. 

to protect the detective’s life. •' 1 After Reddit was removed from duty, he was told 

> Ed 'Redd lit, tho detective wlio was' removed from y at a meeting in police headquarters that tho tJ S. Sc- , 
* 7)110 post, had prepared a contingency plan to enable ij cret Service hod learned of a “contract” on his life. 

» tho police department to apprehend an assassin fi Reddit protested, saying, that ho wanted to return to 
should an attempt bo made on King’s lifoiwhilo hojj* hia poet, but the city’s then-public safety director, 
was at tho Lorraino Motel in Memphis. Tho plan, | Frank Holloman, insisted on thoofliccr’s removal. En 
, which was never implemented, involved the sealing off [ route home with a police guard, Redd ill heard on the 
of a four-block area around tho motel. . c,*; ■’.car radio that King had been 'shot by an assassin. ,j 

Police did. not .assign a, replacement for Redditt. ^ • Three days later, the round-the-clock guard watch- 
But they did leave the detective’s partner on duty. lug Redditt was removed and he was allowed to re- j 
V-t-. From interviews and published stories, Newsday turn to .work. Tho police department never offered j 
lias learned that Redditt and Irs partner, both mem-! jj any further cxpalnnlion of the “contract” on his life, j 
bers of the Memphis polico intelligence unit, watched |j About a week before King was killed, sources said, j 
King and his slnffcrs at the Lorraine through binocu- FBI informers had told the Memphis Police Dcpnrt- 
Uars from tho fire station across the Blreet. The two- j hicnt that Redditt hud shown 6omc sympathy for i 
man unit chrlier had provided security for King and; .King’s cause by encouraging striking garbago 
hia party, and they continued to keep the police de r . workers-^who were being supported by King’s nonvi- 
partment informed of their movements and their visl-^, olcnt marches— to stay away from work. Rcddilt’e 
tors. Redditt and his partner, W. B. Richmond, whq partner bn the King survaillanco team was considered ; 
are bothl)lack, had withdrawn from wKat would haveL^ ; more loyal to the department, sources said. The part- 
been their normal position with the King party be- »cr remained at his post and reportedly was looking 
cause, their presence, following recent riots in Mem- At King through binoculars when the civil rights lead- 
phis, had angered young local blacks. J i ♦ • s|veiB was shot. . i 

Tho police were particularly concerned about a vl-.l jh The entire Redditt affair is another in a chain of ! 
olcnce-prono block group called tho Invaders, who r ^ I jjcurioiis’ cirauil stances surrounding King in the days 
though they wero friendly with the nonviolent King [ and iiours prior to his n.s.sassination. 
and his associates, had led an outbreak of violence !;j ^ Recent disclosures that the FBI conducted exlcn- 
nnd looting a week earlier. Nowaday fccently dta^Vh! ®* v ® survcillnnco of King lnve prompted several gov- 
closed that somo of tho leaders of tho InVaders were fccrnmental inquiries. Tho Senate Intelligence Commit- ; 



sJN ^p.mmnp.iy’nn ‘ closed that somo of tho lenders of tho InVaders. were ^crnmcntnl inquiries. Iho Senate Intelligence Commit- 

r >V ^ i , J v FBI informants and had touched off tho violence that (; 1°° said its investigation uncovered no evidence that 






An aorial vlow of the assassination scene 



A P Pholo 



was directly re^pqnsiblo for Kings return to Memphis implicated tlie FIJI in King’s murder or a cover-up. 
Iho day beforo his assassination.^ f / ’i ll’ However, tho committee chairman, Frank Church (D- 



;ene On April 4, tlio v day King was shot, four armed ; Idaho), has tailed for a federal special prosecutor to 

. .. . .' mombera of the Invaders, who had been providing so- v? , • — ^Continued on Page 15 
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— Continuer! from Pago 7 . ■ ' >’"• 4 ;, ‘ 

investigate the assassination to resotvo "many unan- 
swered questions,” including whether a bureau “ven- 
della’* against King wa3 ^related to his., niu|(Jcr. v ,l^o-- k.« 

Department of Justice is reviewing the FBI’s file on ^ 

King and will soon mnko rocomiticnflntioAs lo Altbr- ^ 

! ncy General Edward Levi. •* ’ . v .*. • . •>*' ' 

Red ditt and the officials identified by Newsdny’s * 

1 sou itch as having been present at the April 4 meeting * 

at which Knddill was told or ihe “contract on hio lifo • g^ ; 
have, refused to discuss the meeting., . ,i, , rj H 
Holloman acknowledged the report of a -threat. “I r i 
did receive a report that there was a threat on Omcer. ; r.. >swi£ 

Red (lilt’s life. Where it came from, 1 can’t say.* * , ^ . »*» 

Asked about the April 4 meeting with.Rcddilt in • 
the prescnco of a man identified by Holloman as ft |*vi 
U.S. Secret Service ngmt and other federal author!- *.%ra***;> ■ 

tics, Holloman said haltingly, \ . . I don t\ recall.,. 

Even if I did I don’t think 1 would say.” &W V ^ 

An official of the U.S. Secret Service said he ;; - * 

cheeked the agency’s records and found no indication 
that an ngcnl had been sent to Memphis nt that time*. ^ 

At the polico headquarters meeting, Holloman, ac- 
cording to sources, introduced R'idditt to a “Secret 
Service agent down from Washington, D.C., a man 
about six feet tall and weighing about 220 pounds.. A . 

Mississippi highway patrolman, Hollomfin..said,-.ha 
overheard someone threatening to go to Memphis to 
v kill Rodditt. The threat allegedly had been relayed to, 

: •]- the U.S. Secret Service and the agent had flown down 
; to deliver the message to the Memphis police and , 

.*•! The man identified as tho Secret Service ngent ( 
verified Holloman’s account, ' sources said. Also 
present, according to sources, were the Memphis po- • 
lice chief, an FBI linison agent. tWo military Inlelltg- > 
cnee' officers, an ofticinl from the sheriff s office, a Na* 
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a shot, apparently 



A view frdm tU hotel balcony.! on which K'lnq vrai Raiding. whef| ho .was struck by .< 

.firefd from circled window. , .r’. i’^rv i, t y * ‘ Y~ i ’ 'j 

• • . \ .* * * S '? , ' 

lice cmci, u «» 1 :; r r'7 r j h Mn. * nodditt nroiested that he wanted to’ return Id hid •* Ori the third diiy, a Suhday» he Returned to work wit v 

cncc officers, an official from tno sheriff 8 office, a Na- ^ \ , • , i a not to do fco •[ ! out further. explanation. . ?-• 

tional Guard official and a representative • of ( (ho r post, the sources said> but he was ordered not to . a ac(ldill . g QSSQS?3 inalion contingency play, accord- 

Tennesnee stnlo highway patrol. k ’ ' \' y „. “ *•, Hollomnn told. him ho would be provided with 24-hour •• ^ 80llr( ; c g, called for the entire four-block area 

The Memphis police chic! nt tho tlnio, Jamea C. j. protcclion a t k local hotel under an assumed name. nroun( ] King’s motel to be scale off by patrol cars if 
MacDonald, now the chief administrator 1 'of the my s i n c ddiU refused the hotel offer because, his mother-iri- gomcone tried to kill King. All streets were to jc 
J uvenile Court, could not be reached by ^ ^ hnn ® ' e ' ^ , , WB9 |i vinf? {„ his home, wus ill and could not.' "closely watched in oflso of an assnssmatioji nt cmpL 

spite numerous a temp a In rep y to a cttet uv, who was , , m ^ fl 24 . hout licc , ‘ ‘ * 
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i^'By Ptynfr.Vt^^t <'«■/' ^rv >v^' *^-T»vk *u*itjr. (or King and hi* staff fat the Lamina Motot,V 

iP.\ , , :<tu CTW. Nowaday Ian' v * ** X v*. 1 were *en leaving the axMet—for imnrpt&laad .V s 

'7^ Hsti before tho Bar. Martin laflwr Kin# Jr. «m r**4am~]utf before 6 PM. snnulee briars King ra \V 
L MM in Memphis In 1966, 1 bn fity’i top law-enforcs* • v^ot Although King Klmaeif new opted is have (be LX 
t meat official. in tht prm two of men be identified m- In ^nfrr« eland guard, mom ef bin aides bed agreed is '(0 

* Metal agenh, removed ena of two doisctlvoe assigned pwnc*. On# of tbs Invaders tUndlgf guard ; 

'« lowateh I be cJv|| rights tender from bfe poet. Auitwh an dodmow Mwnpbfc police datellvt whs prs* >\ 
is ttg mid the removal eraa part at as arsorgency' plan , vW « : * tyenoaiion for the potior aod iba FBI. . . • >J 
s ** Vll! doloetim’b Ilfs. J'p- Afhir Raddit eraa rem oved from duty, bo was (old J 
r v ; W Rnddilt, the detail** who es remevud from , af a meeting In polks bao dqoarUis that Iba UA SoV 
.'. bs-poat. hod prepared a amtingeaay pin to anabia erat Smin hod iaaroad of a "contract* os hie Ilia. J- 
, tm polka deportment to apprahted os own win IWdit pnkattd, saying that ho ountod to return ts «*v 
-aSoaM an oltaopt bo mod# on King^ Ufo whOo hot- his post, but the city's tbon-pubHe mfety diroeUs; ^. 
% *f iho Lorraino Motel hi Memphis. Tha plan, 1 Frank Holloman, lisuted on the affkerV removal. Ea ’t» 

which woa never iraplamotlad, Involved Iho sealing off^ route honaa vritb a poitca guard. Reddift beard 6a Che 2 
«•* a four-block ores around (be moteL ? ^ J.,% car radio that King had been JMtby m aaaaastfi. z& ,.'ai c 

S^ 1 . Police ylid sot amigo a replacement tar PitUhtj^' Three days later, Iba loond-lbe-dodk guard saldt^ * 

But Soy did loses tbs detective's partner me duty’ lag ReddlU vn removed and be waa a D oosd to tn%{ 
F rwn Interviews and published riortee; Nowaday ' him to arorfc. The police department never offered * 
‘. l** lesmed that RcddiU and hna partner, both meo^v *nr further explanation of the "conUsd* on Ms bfhVv 
^'•he« of the Memphis poitca Intelligence unit, watched About a work before King m billed, sources aaid« r «A 

• King : and his slnffera at tha Lorraine through blnocu-^ FBI informer* hid told tbo Memphis Pol lot Deport-,;; 
<“™ ' rw ? the fits atatks aaoa tbo street Tho tew. /'meet that Roddilt bad a haw a aomo sympathy for^l 
•(. *“ u"'l eartforhad provided security lot King and ' King’s eauoo by " cneoureging atribing, garhngt'#^ 
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7»*«*nT. accord In* to aouroav .Wtto. tha Uetcphl* no- t-'u > Wr ** *•*» alrelad window.’. 

soSLis* •-«■£ * 

• >nnwaor atato htohnar •»•• •r- t. ij, tomrg*told. bul Kent ocdw 

, Tfc« p£k* Atof al toofenr, JaiaaCJT Ko0on ^ i *°*4 htarh* would Wpftfrk 

.Tarttooald, now too AM adninMrabw of (h« eft/a P»®toe*toWMt a local hoUt a ndar an 
umu > Court. coddnd ba reacted b, Mephonr Itoddlt* nfWtha bold off* bacauto hh^lW-ln. 
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